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they did not attract the attention of the people as
much as some of the humble carrozzelle (one-horse
open cabs) within which sat some of the greatest
celebrities of the day, who had come from all parts
of the world to assist at this wonderful and unique
spectacle.
As soon as the Pontifical Mass was over, all those
who had attended it would overflow from the basilica
into the " piazza," to be present when His Holiness
would give his blessing from the loggia, which is over
the main central entrance of San Pietro. Nobody
was allowed to be present at these big ceremonies
of the Vatican unless in uniform, or in Court dress.
Therefore, the sight became singularly picturesque
when people in all sorts of uniforms of every country
mingled with the crowd. This moment of excitement
and confusion revealed also one of the important
characteristics of the papacy which combines the
autocracy of monarchy with the most extensive
democracy. All men in that moment stood equal
before God's representative. My father would tell
me with deep emotion in his voice, of the sudden great
stillness that would fall upon the crowd as the
loggia windows opened and the Pope appeared in
his white robes, carried on his throne by eight men
attired in crimson even to their shoes- Behind the
throne stood two men holding immense white
ostrich feather fans.
Pope Pius IX had a very clear and distinct voice,
and as he stood upon his throne and gave the solemn
blessing : " Urbi et orbi " (to the town, and the whole
world), the whole crowd sank to its knees and every
church bell in Rome rang out* As soon as the blessing
was given, the crowds rose to their feet and dispersed